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What is your current job and/or assignments?  Where did you go to 
college?  I work as a Policy Analyst in the Senate Research Office assigned 
to Education and Higher Education issue areas.  I graduated from the 
University of Georgia in 1999 with a degree in Sociology.  I also have a 
Master’s degree in Urban Policy Studies from Georgia State University. 
 

How did you end up at the General Assembly? 
I began my career in the healthcare field from 1999 through 2000.  In 2001, 

I accepted a position as a Legislative Intern in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office.  Later the same year, an 
Administrative Assistant position opened up in the Senate Research Office.  After two years and a Master’s 
degree under my belt, I was promoted from Administrative Assistant, to Assistant Policy Analyst, and then to 
Policy Analyst in December of 2003. 
 

Tell us something about yourself that most people may not know. 
My mother is my greatest influence.  Her father is a retired Longshoreman from Charleston who persevered 
through illiteracy to take care of his family. My grandfather passed down his never-give-up attitude and 
determination to my mother who taught my sister and me the same philosophy.  
 

You have a beautiful daughter, Nzinga (“N-zing-ah”).  Tell us about her. 
Other than the fact that she is the best thing that has ever happened in my life, Nzinga is my seven year old who 
is a second-grade student at Parkside Elementary School.  She currently is the Student of the Month for August, 
an honor she has been accepted for each year while at Parkside.  Nzinga attends the Atlanta Public Schools’ 
Challenge program for the gifted and talented.  She also attends ballet classes at Spelman College and takes 
swimming lessons at the local Boys and Girls Club. 
 

You are very involved in the community, especially PTA.  What drives you to have such a demanding job and 
still have time to do more than most parents normally do? 
I love children and believe that education is the number one resource for attaining any goals you may have in 
life.  I am convinced that life requires a certain dedication and perseverance that is learned from an early age.  I 
am driven by my desire to equip Nzinga with as many tools as possible to be a success.  I feel its my duty as a 
parent and as a person to be involved in my daughter’s life as much as possible.  As a result I am a second-year 
Treasurer of the Parkside PTA and a resource for the principal and teachers. 
 

What is something you would like to accomplish in the next 10 years? 
I have been a yoga practitioner for about four years and am working towards becoming a certified yoga 
instructor within the next three years.  Within the next ten years, I will be well on my way toward furthering my 
career in research and operations analysis, as well as opening a business in partnership with my mother. 
 

Tell me a little about your background.  Birthplace, brothers and sisters, etc. 
I was born in Columbus, Georgia in 1976 to Ola Smith, an Army Intelligence Officer, and David Dixon, an 
enlisted Army Officer.  In 1980 my parents moved to Atlanta where I attained a diploma from North Clayton 
High School in College Park.  I have one sister, Cassandra, who lives in Warner Robins with her husband, a 
truck driver, and her four children.  My sister works as a Christian homeschool mother to her 14, 10, 7, and 5-
year old children.  My mother currently is the Chief Executive Officer of a network of community health 
center’s in southwest Georgia.  My father manages all Concessions for the Georgia World Congress Center. 
 

Favorite ways to spend time away from work? 
My first love is music so I spend many of my nights dancing to salsa,  ip-hop, and fusion music, as well as 
listening to lots of jazz.  I am a very active individual so when I’m not reading, I rollerblade, garden, go to the 
firing range, and watching UGA football with fellow graduates. 
 

An intern is assigned to your office for the session.  When it is Sine Die, what would you like for them to 
have learned about the General Assembly?  What impression would you like for them to have of you? 
I would like for an intern to come away with a better understanding of representative democracy and its 
influence on his life as a citizen of this state.  I would like for he or she to recognize the complexity of politics 
and policy formulation.  I would like for the intern’s impression of me to be: team player, focused, good 
listener, resilient, and willing to go the extra mile to accomplish the goal.
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The Senate Spotlight is a product of the Senate Information Office.  If you have a 
suggestion or a person you would like to be considered for the Senate Spotlight on 

Employees, please contact us at 404.656.0028. 


